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On CURIOSITY: 
A RHAPSODY. 


** Were I in England now (as once I was), and had but this fifh 
painted, not a holiday-fool there but would give a piece of fil- 
ver : There would this monfter make aman: Any ftrange beaft 
there makes a man: When they will not give a doit to relieve 
a lame beggar, they will lay out ten to fee a dead Indian.” 

SHaxs. Tempest, Act 2. Sc. 2. 


7 my morning ride on Sunday laft from Riche 
mond, I was furprifed to fee, on Wimbledon Common, 
a greater concourfe of people than I fcarcely ever remember 
to have [een any where. Some important occafion, thought 
I, muft bring all thefe men, women, and children togethere 
Perhaps here is a mob rifen on account of the fcarcity of wheats 
yet they feem too well dreft, and too happy for that; perhaps 
one of Brothers’s prophecies has taken place in London, and 
thefe good people are flying from the vengeance to come. 
Perhaps, after all, this is but a country wedding —John Plough 
fhare married to Margery Mopftick, an amiable young lady, 
with a fortune of eleven pounds fterling ; or perhapsp—* Hollo! 
friend; where are all thefe people going ?” —“* Why, zur, to zee 
the mon on the gallows that war hanged t’ other day.”—“ In- 
deed! and are you come tooon this errand?” “ £s, zur, 
I be coomed wi the reft o’un.””— And pray, friend, where do 
youcome from ?” I be coomed from Kingfton; meafter gid 
un leave to zee the fcight,”” 


Vor. XXVI. 662. 2Z And 
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And fure enough this mighty concourfe of people were af. 
fembled to behold a fight, which none can contemplate withe 
out horror—the progrefs of putrefaction in a human body, 
Without horror! did I fay? No—I am miftaken ; here are 
many hundreds contemplating the fight without any vifible 
fymptoms of horror. Then, what brought them hither? 
Do they love fuch fights? No, gentle reader, I truft they 
donot: I truft there is not one of them that would not have 
prevented that cataftrophe, if he could. Nay, now that it is 
unavoidable, I am fure they would be better pleafed to fee a 
fmock-race, or a review of militia. What then brought them 
hither? I will tell thee. Mere curiofity. 

Curiofity ; how fhall I define thee! Thou incomprehen- 
fible, and yet moft comprchenfive law of our nature, againt 
which we dare not rebel, and in obeying which, we facrifice 
our time and more ferious purfuits, in obeying which we al- 
ways rifk our limbs, and fometimes lofe our lives. How 
much better, now, would thefe people have been employed at 
church, or with their families, or even, although it be Sunday, 
cutting down their hay, oo—No—A man hanging on the gal- 
Jows is an obje& of curiofity, and curiofity muft be gratified. 

Gracious powers! Whata fight ishere! A wretched body, 
in the higheft {tate of putrefa&tive fermentation, burft in three 
places, and—but let me draw the curtain. Let me efcape as 
faft as my horfe will carry me from this fpectacle; and my 
readers, if I have any, will not be forry that I have relieved 
them. Yet, “ go to my lady’s chamber; tell her, that 
though fhe paint an inch thick, to this complexion fhe muft 
come at lait.” 

How can I defjne curiofity, unlefs by faying that it is of all 
things the moft curious! Its effects, I think, are confined prin- 
cipally to the low and illiterate part of the community.—Even 
I, who am fvolifa cnough in other matters, would not go ten 
yards to fee a fight like this—no, not if theee were an hundred 
fuch all in a row; and I never faw a boxingematch, a cock- 
fight, or a horfeerace in my life. Perhaps 1 fhall go down to 
the grave without bearing a record of thefe mighty feats with 
me. ‘Shis is flrange, you will fay; this fellow has no cus 
riolity. 

Reader, I will tell thee a ftory. Some years 2go, a fon of 
Thefpis made it a conftant pradiice to go to all executions 
and his face was as familiar at ‘Tyburn as on the ftage of 
Drury-lane. In his way vp Holborn, he generally obliged 
fome acquaintance by waking him in time for the fight ; burt, 
one 
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ofie morning, he happened to call upon a friend, who could by 
no means be prevailed upon to accompany him. “ Well,” 
faid this lover of Tyburn, * I never knew fuch aman; you 
never will take any pleafure !”” 

Curiofity feems to be like genius. One man’s genius in- 
clines to philofophy, another to poetry, a third to the arts, a 
fourth to mathematics, and a fifth to antiquities. The bent 
of curiofity is alike different in different men. Some love 
nothing fo dearly as executions ; that is their genius. Others 
would faint at the fight of fuch a thing, yet can ftand a whole 
hour to fee two monfters in human fhape, beating, bruifing, 
and wounding one another, and perhaps one killed, for a 
wager; that is their genius. Others delight in a fire; that 
at Radcliffe, laft year, was a choice gratification, 

A late celebrated wit, George Selwyn, was remarkably in- 
clined to exhibitions at Tyburn. It is faid that he went to 
Paris, thinking, perhaps, with Sterne, that “ they manage 
thefe matters better in France.” How he was entertained we 
know not, but the Parifian Jack Ketch obferving him to be 
particularly attentive to the operation, afked him if he was 
not a brother of the trade. ‘* Non Monfieur,” anfwered our 
wit, * un amateur feul.” No, Sir, only an amateur ; a word 
which is better known without a tranflation, and one of the 
very few which cannot be exprefled in our language without 
going round about. Honeft George, we may fuppofe, was 
not only an amateur, but a connoiffeur. Yet he often profefled 
that he did not like to go to executions ; it was a miftake to 
think fo. To be fure he happened accidentally to be paffing 
by, and juft ftopt a few minutes; and he certainly never 
would go again to any fuch exhibition, A confiderable bet 
was laid that he would be prefent at the very next folemnity of 
the kind. George accepted the wager, but nature will pre- 
vail ; he was carefully watched, and dete&ted under the gal- 
lows, in the difguife of an old apple-woman. His awkward 
manner of felling his commodity Jed to a fufpicion, that fuf- 
picion to a detection, and he paid his forfeit with great cheer. 
fulnefs. He was not attached to money, and he loved an exes 
cution. 

Let me repeat again and again, that curiofity is a moft cu- 
rious thing, becaufe it really has nothing at all to do, and no 
poffible connexion with the objeét about which it feems to in- 
tereft itfelf. Spread the report of a mob, and you havea 
mob. Spread a report that five thoufand men are aflembled 
on Hounflow Heath, and ten thoufand will go there to feek for 
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the five thoufand. If you with to colleé& people together, fay 
that they are already collected. If you want to fill a public 
place of entertainment, advertife in the papers, that the places 
are all taken every night, and that the houfe is full as foon as 
the doors are opened, and the bufinefs is done. A Surry Jufe 
tice aflured me, that the mobs which lately affembled in Sr, 
George’s Fields, were compofed entirely of people who were 
curious to fee whether there were any mob there atall. After. 
ward, faid he, they had another object of equal curiofity; 
they came to /ee the guards, that came to /eek the mob. Let 
two men ftand gaping up at the top of St. Paul’s, as if they 
faw fomething ftrange, and in a few minutes one hundred will 
be gathered round, gaping likewife at fome invifible objet; 
but let it be remembered, that while they are /flanding, their 
watches are going; for this is one of the moft fucce(fsful expe- 
dients of the light-fingered tribe. 


(To be continued.) 





ACCOUNT of Mr. MURPHY’s TRAVELS in POR- 
TUGAL. 


(Concluded from Page 286.) 
; i¥ the Cathedral of Leiria I witneffed a fpe€tacle very 


humiliating to our nature. It was on a Sunday, during 
divine fervice, when a woman, about the age of five-and- 
twenty, pofleffed of an evil {pirit, as it was. fuppofed, entered 
. the church. The Sacriftan conduéted her before one of the 
Jateral chapels, where fhe ftood with her mouth open, making 
a hideous noife, which feemed to iflue from the venter. The 
painful fenfations her eyes and countenance expreffed, excited 
the commiferation of all the congregation; but I could find 
none capable of giving any fatisfactory reafon refpecting the 
caufe or nature of her diftemper. 

The feafon now arrived in which the people are entertained 
with bull-feafts. After an abfence of fome weeks I returned 
to Leiria to fee the diverfion, and was furprifed to find the ef» 
fect it had on the inhabitants, particularly the lower clafs, who, 
with every demonftration of joy, teftified their attachment 
for that favourite amufement. The combat was exhibited in 
a quadrangular arena; or fquare, formed by the houies in the 
middle of the city. ‘The ipectators were accommodated with 
feats 
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feats gratuitoully in the balconies of thefe houfes, whence 
they had a complete view of what was pafling in the arena. 

About three o’clock the diverfion began, ‘when on: of the 
bulls rufhed into the are nay {marting with the wounds he had 
received in the ftable, which were jutt fprinkled with pickle. 
The combatants were about 16 in number, each holding a 
fpear or dagger in the right band, and a cloak of red fi ilk on 
the leftarm. The enraged animal now. ran at one of them, 
who, notwithftanding the > da inger, ftood firm and undaunted till 
the bull dropped his horns to gore him, then he moved on his 
left foot from behind the cloak, and plunged a dagger into his 
neck. 

The greater part of the exhibition was but a repetition of 
fuch attacks, as here they have none but pedeftrian performers, 
of whom there were two who excelled the reft in courage, 
execution, and activity; one was a Spaniard, the other an 
African. Each of them, in more than one inftance, difpatched 
a bull at the firft onfet, by aiming his dagzer at a tender part 
between the horns, in confequence of which the animal 
inftantly dropped, and. was not feen afterwards to betray the 
leaft fymptoms of life. 

The moft hazardous part was executed by a perfon who, 
unarmed, attacked one of thefe bulls. He threw himfelf bee 
tween the two horns, and grafped the animal about the neck 5 
in this pofture he was carried about the arena, till difengaged 
by the united affiftance of all the combatants, who overthrow 
the bull, which, in this inftance, agreeably to the rules of the 
feaft, became their property. 

When they found a bull that was ftronger and wilder than 
the reft, they protracted his exiftence longer than ufual, amidft 
the moft excruciating tortures that ingenious cruelty could 
devife. ‘The body was pierced in various parts, and a num- 
ber of broken {pears ftuck into the flefh, Whilft the poor 
animal was thus bleeding at every pore, feveral tues, filled 
with fquibs and rockets, were fattened to darts and plunged 
into the body. As foon as thefe were fet on fire, he fto odin 
the midft of the arena, tearing up the ground and bellowing, 
whilft clouds of imoke (which he inhaled in breathing) iflued 
from his mouth and noftriis. 

Though there are many enlightened people in Portugal who 
donot approve of thefe barbarouse tertainments, yet the come- 
mon people are fo attached to them, that it would be very dif- 
cult to abolifh them immediately, By degrees, however, they 
might be put an end to, and fome manly generous diverfion 
introduced 
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introduced in their ftead: Civilization, it muft be allowed, 
would lofe nothing by the exchange, and humanity would ree 
joice atit. 

Among a variety of mifcellaneous articles relative to Por 
tugal, which Mr. Murphy has introduced in his Travels, we 
find the following curious paper on the manner of treating 
bees in that country, which he very properly ovferves, may be 
particularly ufeful to all who are interefted in the culkure of 
thofe ufeful infeAs : 

To form a colony of bees, (Mr. M. obferves,) a fpot of 
ground is chofen for the hives, expofed towards the fouth or 
fouth-eaft, well fheltered from the northern blafts, and fur 
rounded with fhrubs and flowers; of the latter, the beft is 
rofemary. The richer the neighbouring grounds are, the 
better ; for bees are faid to range for food to the diftance of a 
league from their homes. Tne fituation being chofen, lanes 
muift be cut through the fhrubbery thickets of five or fix feet 
wide. The fences between the lanes fhould be about the fame 
dimenfions, and formed at intervals into fmall receffes, like 
bowers or nitches, to receive the hives. 

The figure of the hives ufed here in general are cylindrical ; 
in height about 27 inghes by 14 diameter. They are formed 
of the rind of the cork tree, and covered with a pan of earth- 
en-ware inverted, the edge of which projects over ,the hive 
likeacornice, ‘The whole is faftened with pegs made of fome 
hard and durable wood, and the joints ftopped with peat. In 
the front of the cylinder, at the height of about eight inches, 
there is a {mall aperture where the beesenter. The infide is 
divided into three equal divifions, which are feparated by crofs 
flicks ; Here the bees form their combs or cells. 

When the bees {warm, which is ufually in the month of May 
or June, the hives are placed to receive them where they alight. 
If they defcend on a tree, they are fhaken off ; The perfon 
who performs this operation muft not be afraid of them, as 
they do not commonly fting unlefs they are irritated; it will 
be fafer, however, to cover the head with a wire mafk, and 
the hands with gloves, 

Some bees are fo wild, that they fly away in attempting to 
collect them, but they may be caught again in this manner: A 
fhect is placed by night on the ground contiguous to the 
fwarm, and when they alight, the hive is placed over them, 
with the entrance ftopped, then the whole is covered with a 


fheet, in which they are earried home, But they fhould 
6 not- 
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not be placed near the hive whence they had originally de- 
parted. : 

When the time arrives for taking out the honeycombs, 
which is generally in the month of June, when the Howers 
begin to decay, it fhould be done inthe heat of the day, as the 
greater part of the bees are then abroad, but not during ahigh 
wind, or at the commencement of a new or full moon. The 
hiver muft have his face and hands defended as above mene 
tioned, and accompanied by a perfon holding a chafing-difh, 
witha coal-fire, covered with moift peat, to make the greater 
fmoke: This fmoke being infufed among the bees from the 
top of the cylinder, they fy away, or remain intoxicated at the 
bottom, then the hive is taken to pieces, by drawing out the 
pins, The combs are cut out without deftroying the bees, 
except two cells, which are left around the hive; and left the 
bees fhould feed on what remains, the incifion is covered with 
pulverized clay ; after this the hive is put together as before. 

The combs fhould not be taken out but when they are full 
of honey ; it is rarely good the firft year the bees aflemble. 
Inthe months of March and Auguft the wax is taken out, 
which is lodged in the firft divilion of the hive, after which 
the bees form other combs, and generate a young colony. 

The hiver fhould often vifit the ground; and repair any 
accidents that have happened. If fnakes frequent the place, 
they fhould not be killed, fince they donot moleft the bees, but 
deftroy the toads and lizards, which are obnoxious to them. 

When the hives are decayed, they are taken afunder and 
fumigated; then the bees forfake their habitations, and take 
fhelter in an adjoining hive, previoufly prepared for that 
purpofe. This fhould be performed in the fpring, when the 
flowers begin to open and afford them fuccour, The fame 
method may be ufed in taking out the honey; but if repeatedly 
practifed, it will extinguilh the colony. 

As the bees, in returning from their excurfions, are loaded 
and fatigued, there dhould be nothing near the hives to obftrua 
their defcent, which is not in a perpendicular courfe, but am 
oblique one. 


OBSERVATIONS on the WEATHER. 
R KIRWAN,, the learned and laborious Member of the 


Royal Society, has deduced from a variety of metcoro- 
logical obfervations, te which he has had accels, made in Eng- 
jlaad, 
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land, between the years 1677 and 1789; the following pro« 
babilities or hints towards forming prognofticks of the wea- 
ther. 

1. That when there has been no ftorm before or after the 
fpring equinox, the enfuing fummer is generally dry, at leaft 
five times in fix. 

2. That when a ftorm happens from any eafterly point, 
either on the rgth, 20th, or 21ft of March, the fucceeding 
fummer is generally dry, four times in five. 

3 That when a ftorm arifes on the 25th, 26th, or 27th of 
March, and not before, in any point, the fucceeding f{ummeris 
generally dry, four times in five. 

4 If there be a ttorm atS. W. or W. S, W.0on the rgth, 
20th, or 22d, the fucceeding fummer is generally wet, five 
times in fix. 


Account of 1 the newly-d sfooered Gold Mine at Rathdrum, 
in dreland, dated September 29, 1795. 


N my former letter I gave you the firft public account of 
the gold found in and near the ftream that comes from the 
mountain called Craughawn, which mountain is on the verge 
of this county (Wicklow,) adjoining to the county of Wex- 
ford. I have vifited the place: There are three very fimall 
ftreams that come from nearly the top of that mountain: 
They join at the foot of it, and there is fome level ground for 
about 200 yards; then it narrows into a glen for more than 
half a mile: Near where it begins to narrow there is half an 
acre of bog, on the north wett fide of the ftream, which 
verges the ‘ftream for 150 yards. The people throw off the 
furtace of the bog, and find pieces of gold as large as duck- 
fhot in the firatum of clay and gravel (where it appears to 
me that the itream formerly ran) beneath the furface ; When 
the clay and gra.el are removed, a kind of flate appears, and 
pieces of quartz, which they break, and get larger pieces of 
gold. On Friday laft, one poor man, not worth five fhillings 
in the world, tnat was only two hours and a few minutes 
working, got in a flate-ftone a piece, witich I faw, that weighs 
near three ounces; it was bought by a worthy and refpe table 
geatieman of the neighbourhood out of curiofity, not for 
profit, as he gave the poor man rather more than the worth of 
it: J his is tour inches long, but of an unequal — it 
isa fine bright yellow, moitly fmooth, except here and there 
fonie 
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feme angular and fome pyramidical points. . Another pieces 
that I faw, weighed an ounce-and two grains; this, though 
only juft taken up, appeared highly polithed, with fcarce any 
points on it. Itis impoflible to obtain any thing near an 
exact account of the value of what gold-bas been got, .for 
many who gota good quantity would not own to have any. 
I took the pains of collecting information from the moft intel- 
ligent and communicative perfons, and they mentioned diffe- 
rent names, and the acknowledged value of their (hares, which, 
in the courfe of the laft 14 days, amounted to 460). in value; 
but from the report of the gentlemen and refpectable farmers 
near it, and who daily vifitit, it would not be an exaggeration 
to rate what has been got within thefe 14 days, at roool. 

On Thurfday three men: joined to work in partnerthip ; 
they worked from morning until night; at laft, juft as they 
were leaving off, without having got a fingle grain, they found 
fame pieces of quartz, and among them many pieces of gold, 
from the fize of cock-fhot to that of large duck-fhot, the 
value of which amounted to 15 guineas, and which they care 
ried to Dublin. 

On Tuefday they began to work in gangs of four, fix, and 
eight; each gang had one whom they called a treafurer, who 
watched over the men working, and received what they got: 
They: work with whatever, inftruments they can get, picks, 
{pades, fhovels, cafe-knives, iron {poons, nay, bits of flates. 
As yet they have not gone deeper than two feet and a half in 
any place. From the awkward manner in which they work, 
they muft have left treble as much behind them as they got, 
for they do not half clean or wath the clay and gravel; they 
are now working down the ftream, and not near the moun- 
tain, I gota piece of iron ore that lay in the fame ftratum 
of gravel with the gold: Upon breaking it, and putting it 
into as hot a furnace as could be made in a {mith’s forge, it 
appears as pure iron as is ever found : The quartz found here 
exactly refembles that found in the gold mines in Hungary. 
Loofe gold is found imbedded in this quartz. Tis gold is 
deemed pure, and without much alloy, | Several perfons attend 
on the banks, with gold fcales, for weighing and buying ite 
There have been a few pyrites found here, that agree in de~ 
feription with thofe of ‘Tranfylvania; in that couutrygold is 
extracted from tue pyrites, though none at frit appears vifible 
tothe nakedeye. A ftiend of mine bought on Saturday lat a 
lump of the fize of the largeft kind of walnut: A great part 
of it is crufted over with gold, as if it had been melted and 

Vor, XXVI, 662, 3A + poured 
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poured on it ; it adheres very clofe ; in fome parts the gold ape 
pears in angular, and in others pyramidical points; trom the 
parts that are uncovered with gold, the infide appears as a 
folid piece of quartz; one corner of it is folid gold ; this is 
the only piece, as yet found, that appears to have enclofed any 
otber fubftance within it. 

Whether this little Peru will increafe in value, time mutt 
determine ; for the firft flood will probably put an end to their 
working until next fummer, except fome fpirited fpeculator, 
well verfed in mines, would fearch near and over the moune 
tain, where the ftream could re be turned off, 








Monthly 4 Agricultural buat for September. 


HE weather being uncommonly fine during the whole 
harveft, and the high prices ftiil continuing, are circum 
ftances which have occafioned much of the new wheats to 
be threfhed out in all the diftri€ts of the kingdom, and from 
which the produce of this year’s crop may be thus early cal« 
culated with tolerable accuracy. In the home counties they 
rife very unequally, even off adjoining lands, of no apparent 
difference of foil, cultivation, or bulk upon the ground. In 
Suffolk and Norfolk, their wheats, it is feared, will generally 
prove light; ia many parts of Effex there is the fame com- 
plaint ; while, imothers, they never rofe more abundantly from 
the flail, Kent derived throughout a fair crop; but as their 
wheats were generally foul, from negle&t of clean hoeing, their 
famples hitherto at market are cold and thine In Suflex we 
find the beft ftanding crops, and their produce does not fall off 
from theirappearancee The weftern diftricts are not fo good 
this year as the lait ; but the corn already houfed throughout 
the north is much heavier in the fheaf than what they generally 
experience.—-On the whole, the prefent year will be found to 
have produced barely an average crop, falling fhort of that 
great abundance which was fogenerally expected. 
The oats and barley prove a general great crop, and their 
quality is alfo fuperior to that known for many feafons pait. 
Beans are a partial produce; in particular foils they are 
ftout and well podded, tut on the lighter lands they will not 
exceed half acrop. 
Peafe are, in moft counties, good and produdtive. 
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Muftards and coriander are thin; but rape-feed has been 
found to rife fo much better than looked for, as to occafion a 
rapid fall from the firft great prices, 

The forward turnips, cattle cabbage, and early cole feeds 
have fuffered feverely by the mildew, for want of rain. 

New fown ryes and tares plant badly at prefent from the 
fame caufe. 

Smithfield is ftill but fcantily fupplied with good meat of any 
kind ; veal and pig pork never were fo {carce at this feafon ; 
and prime beef and mutton are worth little fhort of 4s. per 
ftone. 

The home county fairs bave fhewn but few droves of good 
aged beafts, and thofe, of couric, were high priced. The 
prefent fhorine(s of latter grals may be expected to bring them 
up more plenteoufly, and at more moderate prices. Store 
fheep are advanced higher in price, particularly the Down 
kind. 

Hops are in brifk demand, particularly the fine conditioned 
ones of laft year. ‘This year’s produce will be trifling, ex- 
cept in Suflex, where they boaft of half acrop. Kent and 
Effex have generally failed, and the few famples hitherto 
drawn from thence are bad coloured, and worfe in quality.— 
The year’s duty is now fallen to 40,0001. 





A fhocking Anecdote refpetting a criminal Execution in 
France. 


_ that kingdom was but imperfectly civilized, the 
execution of criminals was a kind of fhow, exhibited 
with no {mall ftate, and often on holidays. In their way to 
the fatal theatre they frequently ftopped at fome convent, and 
had a glafs of wine,and three bits of confecrated bread. ‘This 
collation was called the ctiminal’s /a? dit, which if he ate 
with an appetite, it was looked on as a good omen to his 
foul. 

The Duke of Nemours, who was beheaded in the Fifh- 
Market, at Paris, in 1477, for Lefe Majefté, was conveyed 
thither from the Baftile on a horfe caparifoned with black cloth; 
the rooms in the market-place where he was to reft himéeif, 
were lined with blue-grey ferge, fprinkled with vinegar, and 
fumigated with a fire of juniper wood, to overcome the 
fmell of the flefh, While he was confeffing himfelf, his com- 
miflaries were treated with wine, white bread, and pears. He 
3A2 was 
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was then brought to a feaffold made for that occafion, and care 
was taken to new ftuff the cufhion on which he was to kneel ; 
the executioner fevered his head, and after plunging it into a 
veffel of water, held it up tothe people. 

This melancholy proceffion was clofed by 150 Cordeliers, 
carrying lighted torches; before them was borne an open 
coffin, in which were the head and body of this unfortunate 
nobleman ; money was given them to bury him, and they 
marched away chaunting. But the moft fhocking cireum- 
ftance of all was, that the King ordered that the Duke’s 
children (the eldeit but twelve years of age) fhould be prefent 
on the fcaffold during the execution of their father; this cir- 
cumftance gave exquifite torture to the unhappy parent; he 
feemed from his looks and geftures totally to difregard the appa- 
ratus of death; his eyes, ftreaming a torrent of tears, were 
immoveably fixed on his offspring. His little innocents {miled 
and nodded at the Duke, expecting a return of complacent 
looks, but he kept a profound filence ; his countenance alone 
declared the unfpeakable agonies of his mind. Thefe un- 
happy infants fat baresheaded, in white apparel, that they might 
be fprinkled with their father’s blood ! 





A View of the Charatter of Maximilian Robefpierre. 


[From the Ninth Chapter of the Britifh and Foreign Hiftory, in 
the New Annual Regifter for 1794. ] 


* 
1 pr eceegr naa is defcribed as having been of a low 

ftature, not.more than five feet threeinches. His com- 
plexion was livid and cadaverous, and his features harfh and 
forbidding. He did not affect the flovenly appearance of the 
fanatical profeflors of equality, but he was gencrally decent 
and even neat in his drefs. He and his brother were orphans, 
and natives of Arras. Whena youth, his abilities or his mis- 
fortunes attracted the attention of the Bifhop of that diocele, 
at whofe cxpence he was educated, and brought up to the pro- 
feflion of the law. He was foon diftinguithed as an able 
advocate; but he did not fucceed in Paris, and was obliged 
to return to his own country, where he exercifed his profefiion 
with reputation, We have heard that the firft caufe which 
gave him celebrity was a curious trial between two neighbour- 
ing gentlemen, one of whom had creéted an electrical con- 
ductor onthe roof of his houfe, which the other prefented as 
a nuilancey 
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a nuifance, as endangering his own, Robefpierre was Counfel 
for the defendant. He gained his caufe ; and his pleadings were 
admired not only as eloquent, but as difplaying confiderable 
information on a philofophical fubject. 

He was elected a Deputy tothe Tiers-état in 1789. Inthe 
conftituent affembly he was always regarded as a firm friend to 
monarchy; and even in July, 1792, he publifhed, “ Repre- 
fentative government and the forms of monarchy, the only 
conftitutional arrangements proper for an empire fo extenfive 
and ancient as France.” He attached himfelf at this period 
tothe party of Orleans ; and he was fulpected, even after the 
King was depofed, of an intention of placing the Duke of 
Orleans on the throne. He was not ranked in the firft clafs of 
orators in the National Affembly. He pofleffed neither the fire 
nor imagination of Mirabeau, nor the graceful and polifhed 
eloquence of Barnave: Yet he was always confidered as a 
bold and nervous fpeaker; and on fome occafions he cone 
fiderably diftinguifhed himfelf, particularly in pleading the 
caufe of the enflaved Africans againft the famous report of 
Barnave on the ttate of the colonies, 

He was deprived of a feat in the legiflative body, by the 
famous felf-denying ordinance of the Conftituent Affembly, 
and accepted the office of Public Accufer, but refigned it ina 
fhort time. If he was deficient in folid abilities, he hada 
talent for intrigue which compenfated for the want of them; 
and the modeft fimplicity of nis manners and appearance 
acquired for him an uncommon reputation for integrity. , The 
afcendency which he gained over the people of Pagis was 
fufficiently manifeft, when he was not only elected a Deputy to 
reprefent that department in the Convention, but had fufficient 
influence to fecure by his recommendation feats for his intimate 
connexions, Marat, Legendre, and Philip Egalité. 

He certainly had no part in the events of the roth of 
Auguft ; andthe Count de Montgaillard acquits him even of 
any principal fhare in the maflacres of September, though he 
probably might beacomplacent ‘pectator of thofe horrid tran{- 
actions. But he amply compenfated for his inactivity by the 
ferocious malignity with which he afterward perfecuted the 
fallen Monarch and his unhappy family. He probably cid not 
conceive the vaft project of raifing himfelf to the fupreme 
authority, till after the death uf the King and the defeat of the 
Gironde party. His ambition till that period appears to have 
been confined within narrower limits; but after that, it is 
evident that his whole attention was directed to the removal of 
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every perfon who might be an impediment to him in the attaine 
ment of this object. 

As his only predominant paffion was ambition, we have 
already remarked, that he was entirely free from the imputation 
of avarice or peculation ; but that he was deftitute of prin- 
ciple is evident from his political verfatility. He had no 
perfonal attachment to any man; and what was once his boaft, 
forms the belt clue to the development of his moral depravity 
and hardnefs of heart. ‘ I was ({aid he) the friend of Petion, 
of Roland, of Briffot.” (He might have added, of Orleans) 
“¢ They betrayed their country, and I declared againft them. 
Danton withes to take their place: Danton in my eyes is only 
the enemy of his country.”” The man who can coolly devote 
to death perfons whom he has once efteemed, and to whom he 
has the moft preffing obligations, mult be deftitute of all thofe 
fentiments and feelings, which form the moft certain bafis of 
focial virtue. 

His abilities were probably over-rated by his immediate 
connections, and tiey are undoubtedly depreciated too much 
not only by the emigrants, but by the prefent leaders of the 
popular party in France. Certain it is, that if he had not 
himfelf great talents, he pofleffed the no lefs valuable quality 
of difcernment, and knew how to make the beft ufe of the 
talents of others. He held the political abilities of Mr. Pitt 
in the moft profound contempt, and is known to have ex- 
preficd his opinion, “ that if it bad not been for the oppofition 
party fo frequently expofing his errors, and affording him an 
opportunity of correcting them, he (Mr. Pitt} would prefently 
undo himfelf by purfuing his own miftaken views.” Robef- 
pierre was probably more of a ftatefman than an orator: A 
feeble voice and unpromifing exterior were impediments which 
he could never furmount; nor could we ever difcover in his 
orations any traits of fancy, {ublimity, or pathos. 

Other confequences {till more important to France, if pof- 
fible, than the overthrow of an odious tyranny, have refulied 
from the fal! of Robelpicrre. With him the influence of the 
Jacobin club, that fource of faGion and intrigue, that mon- 
fter in a ftate, an empire within an empire, was completely 
erufhed. Burt this was not all.—l'rom the fatal roth of Au- 
guft to the triumph of the a8th of July, the better orders of 
focicty, thofe clafies which generally include the great mafs of 
ability and virtue, were extremely deprefled. They were 
filenced by the fenfelels clamour againft ariftocracy, and new 
phrafes were invented to indicate that the whcle powers of 
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vernment were vefted in the loweft of the populace. The 
tyranny of Robefpierre has removed the abfurd and indifcrimi« 
nate prejudice againft ariftocracy, that is, again{t property and 
ftation; and the men of property perceiving the neceffity of 
emerging From their inactivity, have once more taken an ac- 
tive thare in the public affairs. A ftill better effect may be 
fuppofed, and indeed appears to rcfult from this event. The 
French republicans, from the moment of the overthrow of 
the monarchical conftitution, indulged in the moft vifionary 
fpeculations, and the moft inconfiltent theories of govern- 
ment. Even the Gironde party (though it included fome 
men both of ability and integrity) is not exempt from this 
cenfure ; and the conftitution attributed to Condorcet was ute 
terly impraCticable. 

The French nation has now proved the danger of extend- 
ing theory too far in a public inftitutiun ; they have feen that 
on the fpeculations which were promulgated by well meaning 
men was engrafted a fhocking fyftem of practical tyranny, and 
that thofe who promife too much will probably fulfil nothings 
They will, therefore, it is reafonable to fuppofe, ceale to carry 
their expectations .of perfection too far, and be content with 
fach a practical (yftem as will anfwer tolerably the great ends 
of government, the protection of individuals from internal 
oppreffion, and the defence of the community from foreign 
invafion, They have alfo difcarded formally the romantic 
(and indeed unjuft) project of reforming other tates and gos 
vernments. ‘Their language is now—“ Let us content cure 
felves with fecuring the liberties of France, and let us leave to 
time and to intellect the tafk of eradicating defpotifm.” The 
moderation which has characterized the late proc.cding of 
the Convention is ia many inftanccs commendabie. If any 
thing is deferving of cenfure, it is perhaps that they have beea 
too indif{criminate in punifhing the adherents of the tyrant. 
Many might be forced into his fervice through the fyftem of 
terror which hic eftablithed, and fome might even be the dupes 
oi his hypocrify. 


An ANECDOTE. 


HE late Admiral Montagu, when at Bofton, walking the 

ftreets on a Sunday, was taken up by the Saints there, 

and kept a whole day ia the ftocks, ‘This indignity he fub- 

mitted to without any apparent wnealinels, But on the day he 
meant 
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meant to fail for England, he fent cards to the Mayor ané 
Aldermen to dine on board his Majefty’s fhip; and afcer.dins 
ner, he called all hands, and ordered the boat(wain to give them 
a.dozena-piece, which they fubmitted to, as refiftance would 
have been vain.— Now, Gentlemen,” fays the Noble Ad- 
miral, ** adiew; I could not refit the inclination 1. had to 
give youmy Rowland for your Okiver.” 





An ANECDOTE. 


‘ ATELY a neighbouring farmer got into a public houfe 
in Exeter, where the topie of difcourfe was the prefent 
high price of provifions ; when the honclt farmer threw:his 
mite of commiferation into the converiation by obferving, 
that “* times grew. worfe and worfe, fure enough. . This time 
twelvemonth | fold in Exeter market, as good wheat for 
5s. 6d. as | now afk 10s. for—but L can’t account for it.” 
Upon expoftulation with him on the iniquity of extorting 
nearly double, without any fair pretence, Hodge fays, ** Why 
I pay this year 6s, additional poor rate.” - He was afked how 
many bufhels he grew.—He replied about 300 bufhels a year. 
& So you exact 300 times 4s. 6d, on one article of your pro- 
duce only becaufe of the {inall pittance of 6s, a year granted 
tothe poor.” Well, if I muit be honeft, then, I'll tell ye 
-—the only true reafon for the prefent extravagant price is— 
we find /o many fools ready to give it. 





REFLECTIONS. 
ye choice books mske the beft library: A multitude 


will confound us, whereas amoderate quantity will aft 
and help us. Matters of great libraries are too commonly 
hike bookfellers, acquaiated with little eile than the titles. 

He who reads books by extracts, may be faid to read by de- 
puty. Much depends on the latter, whether he reads to any 
purpofe. 

Ihe fame pride which makes us defpife the poor, makes us 
too fubmiffive tothe wealthy. Itis founded upon the over-va- 
luation of riches. A true value of merit makes us defpife 
the vicious and highly efteem the virtuous. 


9 AN 


































er-dine 
e them 
would 
le Ads 
had .to 


> houfe 
Drefent 
ew his 
Tving, 
'S time 
at for 
r it,” 
orting 
Why 
| how 
year. 

 pro- 

anted 

Il ye 


is— 


tude 
itt 


only 
‘den 
any 


5 us 
V2e 
pife 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 17 
An ANECDOTE. 


HE following a& of generofity merits publication: An 
eld man, upwards of 60 years of age, reduced from a 
ftate of affluence, through misfortune, was feveral months con- 
fined in the prifon at Dover Caftle, and would probably have 
remained there for life, or until an A&t of Gracehad taken 
place, fora debt of rol.2s. This being made known to the 
non-commiffioned officers and privates of the Royal Lanca- 
fhire regiment lying there, they opened a fubfcription, and, 
much to the credit of the regiment, there was not one indivi- 
dual who did not contribute chearfully his proportion to the 
{um which enabled them to pay his debts, and fet him at liberty. 
The fum fo generoufly collected and paid by this noble bady of 
men, amounted to 171. 17s. 6d. including the attorney’s 
charges, &c. 








Anfwer, by P. of Dorfetfire, to. W. Hoare’s Charade, inferted 
June 15. 


OURNAY’s the city that you mean, 
As in your charade’s plainly feen. 


*® We have reccived the like anfwer from Rosebud, of 
Welt Coker; J. Bodkin, of Heathftock; T. Tocker, Tre- 
gony; J. Bulgin, of Wotton Baffet; JK. and J. Turticr, of 
Langport; William Brewer, of Taunton; and Joho Hill, near 
Heliton. 





Anfwer, by T. Taylor, of Lifkeard, to Fuventus’s Rebus, inferted 
%) iors l > 1 


June a2, 


HE tuneful LARK your riddle will difplay, 
Which bird doth welcome in returning day. 


§4§ Wehave received the like anfwer from J. Commins, 
of Taviftock; J.K. and J. Turner, of Langport; P. of Dor- 
fet; W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; Rofebud, of Weft Coker; 
T. D. of Totnes; T. Tocker, of Tregony; W. Brewer, of 
‘Taunton; A. J. of Sherborne; J. Bulgia, of Wotton Bafflet ; 
Philmo; J. Latey, of Southmolton; Pelloniay of Crediton; 
J. Bodkin, of Heathftock; and J. Hill, near Helfton, 

Vou. XXVI. 662. 3 B Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Philma, to Fohn Turners Charade, inferted Fune 22. 
i you with care both parts felec, 


KITESFOOT the plant they will deteé. 


i+) We have received the like anfwer from John Hill, near 
Heliton; and J. K. of Langport. 


= _— 


A QUESTION, by Mifs A. Thompfon, of Bath, 


O* a continued geometrical progreffion there is given the 
fum of any number of the leaft terms = a, and the fum 
of the fame number of the greateft terms =b, to determine 
the prog reffion. 








A CHARADE, by F. Gillard, of South Malton. 


O thee, my firft, the proftrate Perfian bows, 
In holy worfhip offering up his vows 5 
During the progrefs of my next he prays, 
“ Thou art a guide toerdlefs blifs,” he fays : 
But let all Chriftians reverence my whole, 
Then will the lamp of life light up their foul 
To endlefs blifs, there, where no forrows are, 
And crowns of gold the bleffed are to wear. 





4n ENIGMA, by T. Pa/more, of Beer. 


E bards of Albion’s favoured ifle, 
On whom the Mufes deign to fmile ; 
Liften, my friends, attend to me, 
Who aw the foul’s rich treafury, 
From whence fhe has her garments fair, 
So lovely, elegant, and rare: 
Of wifdom I’m the fparkling gem, 
The {cientific diadem; 
In me her jewels you will find, 
To — refplendently the mind; 
On Mount Parnaflus is my throne, 
No poet can my power difown; 
For I am, as you’ll foon define, 
‘The mother of the tuneful nine. 


9 POETRY. 
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Ovid's Metamorphofes, Fable the Eleventh, of the Firft Book, 
tranflated by W. Cobley, of Mr. Woolcott’s School, Southmelton, 


OR would the ruler of the fkies endure 
Longer thefe impious wrongs to fleep fecure ; 
He bids bright Maia’s fon without delay 
Defcend from Heaven, and daring Argus flay. 


Strait to his feet he binds his nimble wings, 

And o’er his graceful locks a cov’ring flings ; 

His poppied wand his lifted hand dilplays, 

Thro’ which he death inflids, or grief allays; 
Onward, in airy rings, to earth he flew, 

And near approach’d, earth widen’d to his view ; 
At length arriv’d fecure, with pinions fpread, 

He plucks the heav’n-wrought veil from off his head ; 
His pinions lays afide, his wand retains, 

And as a fhepherd wanders o’er the plains ; 

His flocks around him ftray, and as they pafs 
Crop the foft herbage, and the tender grafs ; 

He tunes his pipe, which time itfelf beguiles ; 
The hills around rejoice, the valley {miles. 


Argus, enamour’d with the ftranger’s pow’rs, 

With fondnefs led him to his fecret bow’rs;_ , 

And thus addrefs’d him : ‘* Shepherd, here with me, 
** Reclin’d at eafe, fince fruitful herbs you fee 

*« Are all around, with wild profufion, {pread, 

** And this {weet canopy fecures our head.” 


Hermes confenting yields without delay, 

And with diffembled tales prolongs the day ; 

And on his pipe, of various reeds compos’d, 

His flying firgers all his fkill difclos'd ; 

To feal thofe eyes in fleep he fondly burns, 

'Thofe hundred eyes that watch’d and flept by turns ; 
But Argus itrives with all his pow’rsto keep 

His eyes from yielding to the balm of fleep ; 

Tho’ part were clos’d, the other part remain’d, 

Firm at their poft, and mufic’s charms difdain’d. 

He then defir'd Cyllennius to difclofe 
From whofe difcov’ry firit the pipe arofe 5 
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Or whether chance produc’d, or Heay'n affign’d, 
Reeds plac’d fo artful to delight mankind. 































An Elegy to the Memory of a deceafed and much lamented Friend, 


ROM yon lone tow’r, where filence holds her reign, 
And darknefs fits enthron’d in awful ftate, 
A folemn knell 1 hear !—portentous plain 
Of haplefs Corydon’s untimely fate. 


A mournful train, in fable veftments clad, 
Penfive and flow advance along the glade, 

From every breaft invoking tribute fad. 
While ev’ry eye avows the tribute paid. 


Fled are the pleafures of the village green, 
Still’d.is the voice that once awak’d to joy, 

Mirth with her magic tints no more is feen, 
But forrow now approaches to annoy. 


On Ifis’ banks, where oft the Naiads ftray’d, 
To hear the fweet refponfes of his lute, 

Where with divine Camilla oft he play’d, 
Alone the cyprefs does her trefles thoot. 


In votive grief my mufe infcribes her name, 

In friendfhip’s hallow’d note fhe greets his fhade ; 
Tho’ clos’d the precinéts are of foaring fame, 

His high memorial will never fade. 


Train’d *midft the peaceful haunts of rural life, 
In the fequelter’d vale of calm-content, 
Devoid of pungent care, or noifome ftrife, 
He fought the genial path which nature meant. 


Warm’d by the impulfe of compaffion’s fire, 
The poor were ever by his bounty fed ; 
Fraughe with a noble zeal, a pure defire, 
‘The wretched fon of vice to Heav'n he led. 


Nor does he lefs.in focial annals thine, 
His triendthip’s guife immutably fincere, 
Urg’d by thofe facred laws, which oft enthrine 
In hofpitable care the exile’s tear. 


Officious memory would fain recite 

The matchlefs worth which Corydon acquir’d ; 
Pain would fhe refcue from oblivion’s night 

What Heav'n benignant view’d, and e’en admir'd- 


But, in the awful page of life divine, 

The Great Archangel has inicrib’d his name, 
Where with unfading luftre e’er ’twill thine, 
Like the meridian fun’s.refplendent flame. 








